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Performance Checklist: Administering an Intravenous Bolus Medication 
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	Performs preliminary actions.

	

	This includes:  Verifying order including the five rights (ensure name, date of birth, allergies) and gathering supplies.    
	

	Prepares patient for procedure
	

	This includes:  Reviewing the patients’ medical records, assessing IV site or potential site, identifying patient, explain procedure to patient, performing hand hygiene and donning clean gloves.  
	

	
	

	1. Drew up accurate dose of prescribed medication into a 10 ml syringe for central line and a 3 ml or 10 ml syringe for peripheral IV line. Drew up or gathered 2 syringes with 10 ml normal saline solution for pre and post flush.  

2. Wiped port of intermittent infusion device with alcohol swab for 30 seconds.

3. Inserted one syringe with normal saline and injected slowly.  Removed syringe.

4. Wiped port again with alcohol swab.  Inserted syringe with medication into port and injected at manufacturer’s recommended rate.  Used watch with second hand to ensure accurate timing.  Assessed site during injection.
5. Wiped port again with alcohol swab.  Inserted second normal saline flush syringe into port and injected slowly.  Withdrew syringe.  
6. If injecting into existing IV line, ensured compatibility of both solutions.  When IV medication is incompatible with IV fluids, stop the IV fluids, clamp the IV line above the injection site, flush with 10 mL of normal saline or sterile water, give the IV bolus over the appropriate amount of time, flush with another 10 mL of normal saline or sterile water at the same rate as the medication was administered.
7. Restart the IV fluids at the prescribed rate.    

8. Correctly dispose of all supplies.

9. Documented medication according to policy.    
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