THE EIGHT ELEMENTS OF A RELIGION- Molloy
Belief System – Several beliefs fit together into a fairly complete systematic interpretation of the universe and the human beings’ place in it; this is called a worldview. 
Community – The belief system is shared, and its ideas are practiced by a group.

Central myths – Stories that express the religious beliefs of a group are retold and often reenacted. Scholars call such central stories, myths. Myth, as scholars use it is a specialized term, not indicating that the story is untrue, but only that the stories are central to the religion. 

Ritual – Beliefs are enacted and made real through ceremonies. 

Ethics – Rules about human behavior are established. These are often viewed as having been revealed from a supernatural realm, but can also be viewed as socially generated guidelines. 

Characteristic emotional experiences – Among the emotional experiences typically associated with religion are: dread, guilt, awe, mystery, devotion, conversion, liberation, rebirth, ecstasy, bliss, inner peace. 

Material Expression – Religions make use of astonishing variety of physical elements – statues, paintings, musical compositions, musical instruments, ritual objects, flowers, etc. 

Sacredness – A distinction is made between the sacred and the ordinary; ceremonies often emphasize this distinction through the deliberate use of different language, clothing, and architecture. 

